General Subjects fection
ACATENTIC DEPARTHENT
THE IXTANTRY SCHOCL

Fort Benring, Georgia

ADVANCED INFARTRY CFTICERS CCURSE
1047-1948

_TBE CPERATICGINS (F COLrARKY I, 3RD BATTALICE, 337TH
IEFANTRY (85TE INIAKTRY DIVISICN) AT CASTELLGNORATO,
ITALY, 11-15 MAY 1944, DURING THE EREACHING QOF THE
GUSTAV LILE,
(RUVE-AAHO CAMPAICN)
(Perscnal Zxperience of a Platoon Leader)

R,

Type of opsraticn deseribeds CCMPANY Iii THE ATTACK

Captain John I}, Davies, III, Infentry
ADVANCED INPANTRY CFFICALS CLAIS IC 2



TATLE CF CONTEETS

PAE
IndeX.esvseeeotssescesansnanans P
L N A o= ) <~
Introduction .veiveivevennnenns tessaasesessecsnassasasssannsss 3
The General S1tUBTION wevevnosersvonsrosocsoassovanonssoonsans b
Pre-Offensiﬁe Preparation vieisenssncancsssscscnnnnes seaenns er 6
The JUmD=CTT vuueuuvrennerasncansnssinssssasossssssssscssonses 8
The Cemvary Attack of Castellonofato seessssnersasaseserionas 12
Analysis and Criticiem ceseserrercrttiretressnarestrovanaarss 15
FE T o R
Ilap "A" - The CGustav Line, 11 Nay 1944

Kap "E® - Fifthk Army Sector, 11 May 1944

Map "C" - Hinturno Secter, 11 Mav 1944

(1)



A-1

A-3

A-5

A-6

BIZLICGRAPHY

Operaticns in Sieily end Italy (July 1943 to bay 1945)
depertment of Uilitary Art and Engineering
US ¥ilitery Academy, dest Point, K.Y, 1945 (TI3 Library)

History of the Third Bettalicn, 237th Infantry Eegiment,
g5th Divisien

United Printing Company, Les Angsles, California
(iritten and checked by Battalion staff members)

Fonthly Opersticn Fencrts, 85th Irnfantry Divieion
Army Ground Forces Board, MTOUSA (TIS Library)

lesscns from the Italian Campaicn
Headquarters, M1C, US Army, APO #512 (TIS Library)

Breaking the Custav Line
Field Artillery Journal, August 1944, p. 444 (TIS Library)

T™he Advance on Rome cf the Fifth Army
Prenared by the 05-3 Section, Headouariters, Fifth Army
Reproduced by the 66*h Engineer Toporraphic Company

(2)



THE OPERATICHS OF CCMPANY I, 3&D BATTALICN, 237TH
IEFARTRY (85TH ISFANTRY DIVISICH) AT CASTELLOHORATC,
ITALY, 11-15 KAY 1944, DURING THE BREACEING (F THE
GUSTAV LIKE.
(ROME-ARYO CAMPAIGN)
(Personal Experience of a Platoon Leader)

INTRODUCTICH

This monograph covers the operstions ef Company I, 3rd Bat{alion,
337th Infentry, 85th US Infantry Divisicn at Castellonorato, Italy,
11-15 Mey l?AL, during the bresching of the Gustav Line at the outset
of the final campaign for the capture of Rome, the capitol of Italy.

The operations described are significant in that they embrace
the first commitment to att-ck actlen of the 85*h US Infantry Divisicn,
one of the first draftee divisions to be emploved in the Europesn Theater.
This division, along with the 88th US Infantry Division, also a draftee-
unit, received its true test by fire in this all-out, coordinated offen-
8ive action which shattered the winter lire defensges set up by Field
larshal Kesselring, the German Commander in Italy. The attention cf the
. Supreme Allied Commander in London and the American troops in Fngland a-
waiting the signsl for the invasion of the continent was focused on the
Italian proving ground for thece two US inféntry Divisions, both of which
had been carefully trained over e peried of twé vears for combat.

Aetivated at Camp Shelby, I-fiississj_ppi, in Kay 1942, the g5th Infan-
try Division was a product of the United States Infantry training system,
Puring its treinirg and conditloning the Division had successively engaged
in maneuvers in Louiciana, Desert Training in Celifcrnis, and Amphibious
Training in the vieinity of Oran, Nortk Africa. Finally, prior tc l=aving
North Africa for Italy, the Division took part in realistic battle exsr-
cises in the Atlas Fountains (nesr Crsn). The particular area selected
for these final maneuvers closely approximated the rugged, mountainous
terrain which was to be encountersd in Italy. (1)

Shortly after arrivel in Italy in March 1944, the Division was in-

corporated into the relatively quiet Garigliano sector of the winter line.

(1) Personal knowledge.
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During the two week pericd prior to becoming an integral part of the
front, the Division trained in the vicinity of Naples, well behind the
lines, end later farther forward near Mondragone (See Map "A") where
front line aftillary sctivity could be seen and heard. Thus, the trans-
ition to combat even in the finsl stages was accbmplished in the classic,
gradual mgnner. (2)
THE _GENEERAL STTUATION

Having committed theméelves fo fighting in Italy, the Allies
immediately met with stiff reéist&nce. The slow tortuous advance up the
Italian peﬂinsula s8ince invesion in September, 1943 finally bogged down
to an actual stelemate because of three factors: weather, adverse terrain,
and incressingly coordinated enemy resistsnce. By i5 January 1944 it was
apperent that the Germans hsd esteblished and intended to held on s pre-
pared line. (3} ‘

In an effort to keep the situation fluid, the Allies mede & flanking
‘naval movement to the enemy rear at Anzio, but this wes quickly contained,
The main effort was then switched to the Cassino area, HRepeated éssaulté

here were costly and to no asveil., A final, all-out, well piannéd effort
on 15 Merch 1944 with bombardment aircraft support netted only slight
gains in the Cassino ssctor, (4) As a result of this assault, the Allied
Commender, General Alexander, begen regrouping his forces for a deliberate
spring offensive to be launched when the weather in particulsr was more
favorsble for-Inf&ntry-Tank operations and for the expected extension of
supply lines incidental to a generel push. (5)

The Gustav Line (See Map "A®) flanked by the Tyrrhenian end Adrietic
Seas lay acress the rugged spine formed by the Appennine Mountain chain,
Geqerally, it ran from the Tyrrhenian See along the Gariglisno River,
through the dominating Mit. Cassinc Featurs, end continued slightly north
of the Sengro River tc the Adriatic Coest. This line wes intendéd to hold

for the duration of the winter while sdditionsl fortified lines were being

(2) Personal knowledgse; (3) 4-1, p. 623 (4) A=4, P. 53 (5) A-4, p. 77
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prepared to the rorth. (6)

At the time the fighting became deadlocked, Field Marshel Kessei-
ring, commanding the stubborn enery defense forces, had some twenty-two
(22) divisions inKItaly; nire (9) along the Gﬁstav Line, five (5) con=-
taining the Beachhead at Anzio, four (L) in reserve near Rome, and the
remainder in Northern Italy. (7) COppeosinz the Fifth Army in the narrow
coastal sector were eiements of twe and cne half divisions. (8)

The Allied forees ccuposed of American, French, Polish, British
and Canadian troops were disposed fof the- coordinated offensive with the
Fifth Army on the left and the Eizhth Army on the right (See Map ¥A®),

The Fifth Army sector, specifically, ran south frem the Liri River to the
coast where the assaulting regiments of the 85th Infantry Division were
located. (9) |

In early April 19&4, the Allied Ccmmancder, General- Alexander, made
his decision. Brlefly, it was to make the main effort with the Eighth
Army elong the Liri Valley axis, while the Fifth Armv was to push general-
1y parzllel aleng the coastal séctor. {(10) It is interesting to ncte here
that shortly after the outset of the sction it became apparent that the |
impetus of the attack in the US II Cocrps Sector was so great that the
main effort Was‘altered to take meximum advantage of the threat to the
Germsn right flank which hacd become unhinged on the coast, (11)

At Fifth Armvy level, the main punch was to be delivered in the
right of the sector to expedite the Eighth Army assault along the Liri
Valley axis. From left to right the Fifth Army dispcsitions were: E&5th
Infantry Divisién, g¢th Infantry Divisicn, and the French Zxpeditionary
Corps. Initial objectives laid down by Fifth Army orders specified that:
(1) The French Expeditionary Corps cn the right was to drive for Lt.
Vajo (See Mep "B"), (2) The 88th Infantry Division was to take S. laria
Infante (See Kap "C"), and (%) The three regiments of the &5th InTantry
Division aleng the coast were to undertake the follewing: The 339th

(€) A-1, Map 16; (7) A-1, p. 78; (&) A-€, p. 8; (9) A-1, Map 16; (1) A-1,
p. 78; (11) A~-6, p. 19.
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Regiment was to tske kit. Scauri (See Map "B"), the 338th Regiment was
tc drive north aleng the west side of the Minturno-3, Haria Infante

road to take 3, HEaria Infante in conjuncticn with the 351st Regiment of

L

the 88th Infantry Division, and the 337th Regiment was tc be held init-
ially in reserve in rear of the 239th Repiment. (12)

Zarly in Nay 1944 the final prepsrations vere intensified, Artillery
pieces were moved'up by night into camcouflaged positiens. Ammunition
stock pilgslwere set up. lovements by day in the Sariglianc River Valley,
under direct obsarvation of the enemytﬂéég:Zommanding sround, wWere screenw
ed by sxtensive use of smoke nots. Tanks were moyed up and concentrated
in defiladed arees. (13) Thué, all was in readiness for the concsrted
assault along the entire front with 11 May 1944 as D-Day and 2300 as H-
Hour, (14)

PHE-CFFENSIVE PREPAFATICN

As previously menticned, the 85th and 88th Infantry Divisicns were
put into the main Gariglisno Line as & pa?t of the regrouping for the
spring offensive., On April 13, 1944, the 3rd Battalion, 337th Infantry
{85th Division) relievaed the 3ré Battalidn, 35lst Infantry (88th Infen-
trr Division) on & ridze line east of Tulc {See Map "J"), Company "IN
wase placed In btattslion feserve in a rear slcpe positicn with Companies
"EM and "L" on line alonz the ridge top., (See Kap "C"). (15).

During the periecd 13 April te 11 Hay 1944, the Battalion became
accustcmed to mederste incoming artillery fire and te front liﬁe activie
ties in general.' Vigorous reconnaissance and combat patrols of the enemy
positicns wers conducted. On 2 Lay 1944 a ccmbat patrel compesed of mem-
bérs of Company "M" captured twe Germans from the saddle between Hills
S 104 and N 104. From the priscners, who proved to be new additions te
the 2nd Company, S4ith ﬁeconnaiSSanbe Battalicn, it'ﬁas revealed that a
general strengthening effort was being carried out in their sector. To
promote interest and desire tec cbtain the coveted Combat In‘antrymans

Eadge, the regimental commander required that an enlisted man be a member

(12) 8-6, p. 13-15; (13} A-5, o. 4443 (14) A-1, p. 78; (15) A-3, p. 2.
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of three patrols and thet an officer lead three pstrols in order to
qualify for the ﬁward. Before the jump-off dey of 11 May 1944, practi-
cally a1l men in the company had et leasst two petrols to their credit.
Of incidental note is the fact that the first Purple Hesrt awarded in
the Battalion-was received by 2 man in Company "I" as a result of e
slight wound susteined as & member of an ambush patrol. (16)

Being in reserve, Company "I" .was given the task of cutposting 5.
Witc, a swell group of houses located in a ravine leading into the town
of Tufe. (See Map "C"). One reinforced rifle platoon stayed here and
became inured to enemy mortar fire. 'Bei;g under direct obsaryation from
Hill 104, which was an enemy salient forming a8 wedge into the Allied
line, the men at S, Vito could not move by day and were therefore all drawn
into the houses before dawn each day. By night all men moved out:of the
buildings to eccupy prepared positions across the ravine. The Bettalion
S-2 used the position as a check point for outgoing and returning patrols.
For the men who manned the fox holes in this forward posltion there was
little relaxation at night.and the natursl tension caused them to be
*t{rigger heppy". Sgt. Grey, Machine Gun Section Leeder, was tragically
killed by fire from a BAR position at dawn one morning while répairing
the wire line %o Bettalion which had beeﬁ severed by enemy mortar fire,

"Early iﬁ May 1944, the finsl shifting of units to their proper
positions for the jump-off began., On the night of 6-7 May 1944, the
ist Battalion, 349th Infantry (88th Division) relieved the 3rd Batta-
lion, 337th Infentry in position. The 3rd Battalion, 337th Infantry,
less Companies "W® and "IP, moved to s prepared gssembly ares forward
of the Gariglianc River Bridge (Sse Map "C"), Company ”Mﬁ moved to an
area nesar Tremensuoli (See Map "C"), where the company was attached to
the 339th Infentry for the jump-off. Compeny "I" remsined in the Batta-
lion defense area atiached to the 1lst Battslion, 349th Infantry (88th

Division} t¢ patrol and to continue to outpost or screen the line. This

(16) Personal knowledge.
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was a precaution taken so that the ememy would not know of the chenge
in troop dispositions in cese an sggressive enemy patrol captured some
men in the area. As en additional mission, Company "IM reconnoitered
for defensive positions in an &rea approximateiy five-hundred (500)
yerds southwest of Tufo. These positions were to be occupied in the
event of sn enemy penetration or counter—attack in the early stages oﬁﬁ HE
the jump-off; otherwise, Company ®%I¥, when relieved from attacﬁgizigt B
Battalion, 349th Infantry (88th Division) would move to & position,slight-
1y south of Tremensuoli. (17) . |

On 11 Msy 1944, an inspiring message from the Fifth Army Commander
was ordered to be read to all troops, In short the messsge stated that
the time for attack was ripe and that everything favored its succeesful
‘objectiva: to kill or eapture the enemy. (18}

THE JUMP-QOFF

Precisely at 112300B May 1944 the long awaited offensive begen.
Simultanecusly along the entire line the polygot Allied troops begasn to
move, In the Fifth Army sector it is well to point out again that the
Army Commsnder was exs;%ing his pressure on the right -- no thought of
exploiting an advence along the cosstel Highway No. 7 (the Ancient Appian.
Vay) wes in his mind. (19) |

The massed artillery fire which opened up at this time had stock-
piled large quantities of smmmnition. To preserve surprise, the batter-
iez had not been allowed to fire registratiené and thus give away thelr
presence, The firing batteries did not shoot a preparation', as such};
rather, they coﬁcentrated on known gun emplacements, supply routes, lknmown
fortified localities, and fixed defenses. (20). It is of record that
the U8 coordinsted artillery support fired at this time was of the largest
scale to date. (21). As the sdvance of the assaulting infantry wes simuli-~
aneoﬁs with the openingrof the artillery firing, the effect of surprise
was complete. (22) The effect of the flashes of the firing artillery was
(17) Personel knowledge; (18) PerSOnal knowledge; (19) 4-6, p. 13,

(20) A-5, p. 4443 (21) Personal knowledge; statement by Lt. Col. D ‘W,
Hoffmeister, F.A.; (22) A-1, p. 78.
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as if a full mocn had suddernly been ﬂnveiléd; whereas, the mcon did not
actually rise until 0100 hours 12 Hay 1944, (23)

As ordered, Compa-y "I" screened the front of the lst Battallon,
249tk Infantry until ﬁ-chr. The outpost_line Tan frcm S, Vitec east to
the Ausente River. Careful coordinaticn with *the lat Zattalion, 349th
Infantry assured that the rcutes of their attacking troops would not con-
fliet with those of the retiring,screéning force. Ey 2320 hours Company
"I", outpest trcops with the exception of the group at €, Vito, were back
at the Company Cemmand Post, but ﬁct without cesuslties, In returning
through the old Company."L“ defensive positicns up the forward slope,
one man was killed and twe men were wounded by the now alerted planned
defensive fires of the enemy. (24)

After evacuating the casualties, the eccmpany formed, mimus the re-
inforced platoon cutpost at 5. Vito which was remaining in nositien to
guide attacking tarks, and sterted the march to previcusly recenncitered
positicns of Company "C", 1st Battalion,-BBch Infantry (85th Division)
which were located on the reverse slope of a ridue south of Tremensuoli
(Ses Eap‘"C"). The route for the movement (See ﬁap "C1) was along a road
which paralled the front line, south of Tufo and Mintgrno. Marching in
column of twos, a column on each side of the road, the move was mads with-
out” gasualiies despite the enemy counter battery artillery fire drawn by
Fifth Army ba*tteries just south of the highway. Friendly tank units
using the same roa& were travelling Blackout at fairly bigh épeed causing
excessive cdust to be churned up. Fot until dayli-ht did the men of Com=
pany "I" discover that their OD uniforms were chanzed to a definite ray.
Just vrior toc closing in the vacated Company "C", 1st Ba*talion, 339th
Infantry pesiticns, enemy priscneré capvtursed in the first minutes of the
attack by the 329th Infantry passed along the length of the cowpary geing
tc the rear at & Jdog-tret with hands on their helmets, Their anparent
fright and amazed expressions drew ridicule from the'mén of the company

end fired morale immensely, iiell before daylisht, 12 Kay 1944, the 5, Vito

(23) and (2.) Personal knowledge.
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group had arrived and the company was.intact, now in reserve for the
339th Infentry which had participated in the initial ssssult at H-Hour.
During the houre of darkness, enemy ertillery wss heevy; consEquentlf,
two men were wounded despite the cover sfforded by the well constructed
dugouts. {25) |

With the daylight of 12 May 194/ the enemy artillery absted some-
what, This was probably influenced by the highly effective artillery
liaison aircraft which were flying s constant schedule. At mid-morning
the company wes alerted for movement to Hill 113 (See Map "(C®) sbout
nine-hundred (900) yards northwest of Tremensuoli. (26) Shortly after
receiving this informetion the first éaau&lty in the company due to a
self~-inflicted ﬁound was évacuated. The move to Hill 113 wes completed
by noon and the men.started digging in on the reverse slope. The route
to Kill 113 slong a ridge runging north from Tremensuoli was noteworthy
in that the debris of battle marking the wey was excessive. Eifles,
ammmition, gas masks, knapsacks, centeens and'opaned first aid ccntaingra
were in great profusion., Undoubtedly, this had been the mainline of drift
for meny men wounded in the first hours éf the offensive., {27)

The 12th and 13th May were spent on Hill 113 astride the main
supply route for troop elements fighting on Hills 66 and 69 (See Map "C%)}.
These two features changed hends severai times during this period, Com=
pany “I", while in the relatively sefe passive role of securing the ridge
running back to Tremensuoli, witneesed compessionately the meny walking
wounded and litter cases who were streaming back to the Aid Stations in
the comparstively safe buildings of Tremensuoli. Great bitteress was -
evidenced when it became known that the enemy was directing aimed small-
arms fire at the "medics" who were doing a splendid job. Disregarding
the danger of shell fragments, they were inspired to heroic efforts by
reason of the fasct that most of the wounded were men they had trained with
over a two yesr pericd. Enemy artillery fire from the vicinity of Mt.

Sesuri wes sccurate and almost flanking, As a resuit of the intense
(25) Personal knowledge; (26) A-2, p. 82; (27) Personal knowledge.
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pouﬁding c¢f the enemy artillery which was actually light as comparsd to
the Allied artillery, two Comnany "I" men were killed in their fox holes
nct freom direct hits hut rom the concussien of close rounds. Fer the
first time the eerie terrifving sound of the German six~barrelsd mortar
{nebelwsrfer) known as the "screeminy meemie™ was heard, On the after-
noon of the 13th of lay the company chserved the dive bombing. of ¥inturno
by twc F# 190's which hzd broken through the Allied Fizh*er top cover,
lizanwhile, Company "ii" of the 2rd Bsttalicn hzd heer commiited before

dawn on 12 Hay tc help held Eill 69 a:ainst repeated counter-attacks,
Fierce hand-tcehand fighting by Ceompany "KM to retsin Hill &9 gzave ﬁeed
for replacements. (n the ni ht of" 13 an,'two (2) officers and cne-
hundred (100) men were sent cut vig Eill 113 to belster the depleted
forces on Hills ©6 and &9, Intense ensmy smgll-arms crossfire, srtillery,
and mine fields wrecked havoc with this grcup. iany never passed the
stream Capo 4' Acgua (Bee'wap "C"} which, bein~ cver waist deep, previded
a terrific precblem fer the evacuation of litter cases. At cne time German
and American aid men worked oractically side by side in evacuating their
respective casualties from the mins fields which had been elaborately pre-
pared during the winter months.

On the morning of 14 Hay, Lt. Stull, an extra cfficer aesigned to
Company "I" abeut a week befors D-Day, was alerted to lead & contact pat-
rol that night, His missicn wes to contzet the 338€th Infantry which had
juﬁped off in the initial sssault tc the risht of Tremensuoli, Later that
merning the 3rd Ba*talion, less Company "K', was again slerted for a shift
of positicn, Early that afterncon the 3rd Battalion, now relieved from
attached 339th Infantry, moved ou* and marched to a nositicn cne-thousand
(1000) vards northwest of Minturne (Sze Kap "C" for route). On the way
marching along the Minturno-Senta Meria Infants recad, the Dattalicn was
subjected to self-propelled artillery fire. Une round struck in the
Company "L" column gnd killed con'man and woun“ad twe others hefore the
Battalion disperssd properly. In the new position (vieinity of Mt.'Ngtale)

the Ra*talion bedded down for the night on a forward slope. Intermittent
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Artillery fire harassed the new positicn, but not nearly rith the sare
intensity and accuracy as on Hill 113, (28)

Just before Jdawn the next day, 15 Kay, the ccntact patrol siraizled
in, Lt; Ztull hed been killed and three men WOunded‘on the return trip,
but, Szt. Liller, the seeccnd in command, had taken charge and completed
the mission, With daybreak most of the men of Company "I" sensed that
commitment was near. At noon, 15 Nay, the Eattélion, still less Company‘
"KM, marched to the vicinity of Hill 108 (See %a§ HC® for route). Eeing
in the valley and therefore under direct echssrvation by the enemy who
still held thercommanding ground, all men commenced digging in vigorously.
The imposing heights of ¥t, Castellonorato.(BlO meters) gave a strong
clue as to the objective, It. Castelloncratc, without doubt, dominéted
the immediate coastal sector. At 1430 hours the expectancy in Company
"IN was cpnfirmad by crders received by Battallcn cutlining a coordinated
attazek by the 3rd and 2ndé Battalions, 337th Infantry abreast with the
mission of capturing Kt. Castellcnoratc, “ithin the 3rd Battalion, Com-
pany "L wes to attack on the right and Company "I" on the left. Both
ecmpanies ware to attack with squads inropen squad column formaticns, on
a2 twe platcon front., Comoany "IM was given ¥t. Penitro (See llap “é") as
an intermediate objective., Dive bhombers and artillery were to soften |
both objectives prior to the jump-off time which was set at 1500 hours.
Company "C", 756th Tenk Battalion then at Le Grotte om Eill 108, was inmi-
tizlly to give.sunporting fire and then to follow up the aévancing infantry.

(20).

THET COMPANY ATTACK COF CASTELLONORATO
At 1445 hours Capt. R, H, %¥hite, the Commandirg Cfficer éf’Company wym,
called for a meeting cf his platocn leadere and icssued his véry brief attack
order. The Third and Firet nlatoons were te ieaﬁ the attack with the first
platoen on the right maiﬁtaining visual eontect with Ccmpanﬁ-“L“. he

Second and Fourth Platocns were te follow in elose supvert. The company,
(28) and (29) Perscnal 'mowledze,
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was to giteek kt, Penitre frontelly acrosé aoareximately ﬁne thousand
{1000) yardé cf .open terrsin, On reaching the hase of I't., Penitro the
Third follewed by the Fourth Platocn was to proceed over the 1eft’slope.
whils the Firet follewed by the Second Platoon and Company Hesdquarters
were te taks the right glepe.  After the captﬁre of K¥t, Penitro the
Company'was te continue the atiack and scaie the héi;hts of kt._CaStellono—
rato, (30). ’
~. The sttesck movad cut cn schedule at 1500 hours with Company "I% in

the prescribed formaticr, ssuass in open sguad column formaticn., The
formation was held while moving tc the base of Mt., Penitrc descite falling

artillery and wertar shells. Approximately ene hundred (100) yards east

we, a narrow stresm hed which passed in fremt of the ob-
jective, the sharp distinctive crack of émall—arms fire eounld be heard by
the assaulting troons., After passing the stresm bed, the direction of
movement of the tworlead nlatoons divergzed slightly so as to cover the
resnective assigned sectors. It wes here that close and azressive fight-,

in; took »nlace to knock out the »illboxes and enemy positicns on tre for-’

/9

ward slope. Meanwhile enemy artillery and mertar fire began to pound .the

nosition even before the results were clesrly defined. However, the bl
) . . év‘\F
sheer force znd azgressiveness of the attack carried the forward slope 1n_$'

Ry
S;
g

¢
Y

aporoxinately tern minutes. As the lezd platoons clesred the ridge line,
they ohservad and fired cn groups cf enemy scldlers who were fetfeating
into the wbods which ran hélfway up the reverss slope, , The lead platoons
and the weapons nlatcen moved cuickly down to the edge of the veeds be-
cause the artillefy fire cn the rear slone had beccme more intense. At
this time it was noted that ths Jecond Zlateon ang Ccrmpany Eeadquarters
were not in evidence. The immediate and confusirng problem now wss the
handling of orisoners who wers sqrrenéering in lafge groups,. Here an
arsument arcse between the threse platocn lesders present as %o vhether
or net to continue the attack irmediately or t¢ herd together the pris-

oners and to reorgsnize. Tinally, after about fifteen minutes the attack

v

(20) Perscnal knewledze
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ccntimued, this time with the weapers platoon filling the decimeted ranks
f the First and Third Platocns, As the attack -oved off the second time,
now in & wooded area, the Corpany €COnm morters Tired ir battery in the

direction of the retresatirg enemy., “he advance, now astride a path run-

ning due ast (See Map "C") was halted zTter travelling cne-hundred (100)

vards by asccurste small-arms fire prebshbly from snipers who hsd the missicn
to delay thé attack in the woods, Pvt, Bannls, a lead scout in the First
Plaioon, was killed in view of many of the men while engeging a camcuflagzed
enemy rifleman in an exchange of several shots. Hen whe tried te advarce
further were u+owpeo-by rifle ygrenade fire from an unknown source. Light
machine gﬁn and automstic rifle put into the visible houses along the‘

path was no£ very effective due ftc the rectricted wisibility. 'The men,

nowv influencéd by their exneriences ir the psst hour and having lost the
intoxicaticn of the first few reckless moments of close action, were be-
coming urnerved and cautious: they were now convineced they were "pinned

dowr™, At this »eint, Lt., Campbell, platcon lepder of +he Plrst Pla*oon,

decided to go back and brirg up scme tanks. Tn twenty minutes he returned
‘rlﬁrn“'g%;ﬁléad tank ;:M;né;iﬁ;;‘(platcon) of five, Eespite a 1i3ht mer-
tar barra ;e which fell as the tanks appeared, the sizht of ths tanks sc
heertened the cerpany that the a*tack cnee meore ferged shead, this time
with the tarks blasting eve hlr" sleng the path, The advance moved on
ancther five-hundred (500) yards alcng the path until the lead tank threw
a trzad while nngotlatlnb a turn, This brought a helt, during which time
it, P. B, uav:—ghe Sécgﬁa_ﬁiatocn lender, arrived cr the ecene with cnly
a Tew wembers of bis nlaltoon and the Cempany Resdguarters group. In a
hurried consultation with the ether platoon leaders he rev:aled that his
platcon and Company Headquarters had been severely hit by artillery fire
on the forwad slope cof Mt. Peritro and that the Capt. ¥hite had been
¥illed at that tire, Lt. Col, Fadsen, the Battallon Commander, had come
up during the conf:slon wreught by the numercus casualties and hed instiru-
cted Lt. Ray to take temporary cormand of Company I and te move ferward to

centact the lending nlatoens. It is interesting tco rote here that the

gtrain of the sction was shown by the evecuatien of & rifleman fer e self-

(14)



inflicted wound, “The Corpany now sisrted to move anev up a cteen path

(See Vap "C") abardoning the tank pletcen, Contact with Company "LY was

—_—

establicshed at ihis time gnd the move uo the steep incline was a coordinated

(A ' .
line of skirmishes. The adveance was uncortested to the crest (234) where
German communication wire *c ssveral cbservaiicon posts wes found, n arri-
val at the crest (234) south of the tewn cf Castellonorate just befcre dusk,
elements of tte 2nd Sattalion could be seen entering the town which was
located ir g separate géé:k_(Eé?). After phyeicslly contzeting the 2nd
Battalion, Companiss "I" and "L" tied in a perimeter defense in the saddle
abeout twe-hundred (EDO)Iyards south of the town snd dug ir for the night,
Yire was lald intc the corpanies before midnight from the Eattalicn Command
Post beek in the valley and priperations were mecde toward continuing the
attack in the morning (21).

As an indicétion of the severity of the fighting cn Mt, Penitro, it was
azecertgined later that Company "IW had heen credited with ¥illing forty=-
four (LZ4) end capituring one~hunired-eleven {111} Cerman scldiers., Trcm I-
‘Hour to the capture of Mt., Cestellercrste the company lest éixteen (16)
dezd and sixteen (l&) wounded s; severelr that they rever returned to duty.
Several othsrs were lightly weunded and returned to duty later in the drive

on Rome (32).

ABALYSIS AND CRITICISE

Shortly after the taking of Castellomoratc, the situaticn became
definitely fluid,. ﬁ; reference tc the lines en 22 May and 28 Kay (See
Mao "A"), it can easily be seen that the break-through‘had heen accomp-
lished aiong Highwey YNo. 7 i; tha cosstal sector rather than along the
Liri Valiéy axis through the Et. Czssino arsa. Evidertly, the driving
force of the two fresh United States divisions (85th snd 88th )} in the
coéstal secter had not been fully eppreciated by the £llied Commander,
Tersonal knevledge -

4-2, »p. 33,
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From the company viewpeint, the successful aggressive attack of
Castellonorato wes the culmination of two years of training. This
trﬁining wes complemented by the ideai experience gained during the
one month period on the static defensive line. Both of thess factors
gave Company "I" an sdvantage which was not always available to units
in their initial commitment to combat action,

On the critical side, the verbal attack order given by Cept. R. H.
¥hite only fifteén ninutes hefore jumping off did not allow encugh time
for the platoon leadsrs to brief their men or to make any reconnaissancs.
Also, at the time when it wes imperative to preas the attack and thus
maintain contact with a éatreating enemy, the handling and evacuation
of prisoners was not accomplished in an expeditious manner,

The appearance of the Tank Platoon at the critical time when the
spark of aggressivenesa was neérly out, inspired m respect for the
ermored forces which continued throughout later actionm.

In summary, on considerastion of the outcome of the action against
severe resistance, Company "I" performed in a manner in keeping with
the highest treditions of the United States Infsntry.

LESSONS
Some lessons brought out by this operation were:

1, Orders should be issued to esch.successively lower wpit.with. .

PR i

due considerstion for the itime element involvqu so thst the troops on

—_— M et s ey ot

the receiving end can be properly briefed and cen make & hasty reconnai-
ssance, .

2, Troopa should not be ordared to move on 8 road sub;ected

artillery _iﬁ,e)mlsaﬁ_a._:,.mble—riah.iﬂ necessary.

3. Tanks are a great morale factor for the Infant;;mag in the atteck.,

S e L R EEE Lt

4. While there may be excepiions, s rifle company in 1ts first

attack action generally will be aggreaaive to the point of recklessness,/

5 Conseicus of our ample and seemingly inexhaustlble supplies, troops

st A e s e 8 b P

are too carelass and wasteful of persqnal equlpment when commited to the

g et e AP

attack.
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€. It is essertlal thaf trccns press. the a*tack relentlﬂSSIV,j
for once contéé* is breken ths retrestirg enemy has time availzble to
set up effective delaylng forces to proteet his further withdrawal.

7. =_.Aﬁ_rin‘.‘l'e_‘__r;n:p:;:nrz_‘py.cr_1‘ce fixed_o;_pinned_dqu by spall-arms fire_;'

csprsoon expect énemy mortar fire.

8, _he Unlted States Infantry fraining methods, as such, vroved

%Eﬂpgﬂsound.

(17)
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